DECLARATION OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY NEAL A. MeCALER
1, Neal A. McCaleb, this Iﬂﬁ#ydﬂmhu,mmwmmpmﬂquf

pegjury as follows:

1.
2.
3.

| am the Assistant Secretary of the Department of the Interior for [ndian Affatrs.
I did not knowingly or intentionally destroy any e-mails,

Shortly after 1 was sworn into office on July 4, 2001, it was my impression thet my
Administrative Assigtant was saving my s-mail messages relating to American indian Trust
reforra, including the High-Level Implementation Plan or any of its subprojects; the Cobell v.
Norton litigation: and sdministration of Individual Indien Money accounts (hercinafier
“Cobelj-zclated o-maile™).

Even though I thought my Cobsll-related e-mails were being clectronically saved, it was

initially my prastice to leave all Cobail-related e-mails on my computer indefinitaly. In the

lata spring or sarly summer of 2002, I began receiving mutomatic messages on my computer
steting that T had exceeded the maximum memory threshold allowable and that I might not be
able 1o send or reccive e-mail if I did not delete c-raail.

As & result of these messagns, [ begm immediataly delsting all e-mail messages that wese not
Cobell-related. As am extrs precaution, I continued to save Cobeli-rolatsd o-mails for at loast
a couple of weeks, with the Intent of allowing enough time to pass for the e-mails to be
caplured by Department of Interior e-mail backup tapes.

Priot to October 10, 2002, I was never informed thet my ¢-mail messages were not being
elootronically preserved.

On Ostaber 10, 2002, In preparation for a scheduled deposition, anticipsting questions
regarding c.mai} issues, I spoke with my Administrative Assistant to oonfirm thet my e-mail
megsages had been saved as required. It was during this couversation, that I first discovered
that my Administrative Assistant had not been electronically storing iy c-mail messages on
a regular basis, 2= I had previoualy believed.

Neal A. McCaleb

Secretary of the Interior



