R E P U B L I C A N

P L A T F O R M

2 0 1 2

of the Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements
make communities safer for all and will consider, in
(S.A.V.E.) program—an internet-based system that
light of both current needs and historic practice, the
verifies the lawful presence of applicants—prior to
utility of a legal and reliable source of foreign labor
the granting of any State or federal government entiwhere needed through a new guest worker program.
tlements or IRS refunds. We insist upon enforceWe will create humane procedures to encourage illement at the workplace through verification systems
gal aliens to return home voluntarily, while enforcing
so that jobs can be available to all legal workers. Use
the law against those who overstay their visas.
of the E-verify program—an internet-based system
State efforts to reduce illegal immigration must
that verifies the employment authorization and idenbe encouraged, not attacked. The pending Departtity of employees—must be made mandatory nationment of Justice lawsuits against Arizona, Alabama,
wide. State enforcement efforts
South Carolina, and Utah must
in the workplace must be welbe dismissed immediately. The
The greatest asset of the
comed, not attacked. When
double-layered fencing on the borAmerican economy is the
Americans need jobs, it is abder that was enacted by Congress
solutely essential that we protect
in
2006, but never completed,
American worker. Just as
them from illegal labor in the
must finally be built. In order to
immigrant labor helped build
workplace. In addition, it is why
restore the rule of law, federal
we demand tough penalties for
our country in the past, today’s funding should be denied to sancthose who practice identity theft,
tuary cities that violate federal law
legal immigrants are making
deal in fraudulent documents,
and endanger their own citizens,
vital contributions in every
and traffic in human beings. It is
and federal funding should be dewhy we support Republican legnied to universities that provide inaspect of our national life.
islation to give the Department of
state tuition rates to illegal aliens,
Homeland Security long-term
in open defiance of federal law.
detention authority to keep dangerous but undeWe are grateful to the thousands of new immiportable aliens off our streets, expedite expulsion of
grants, many of them not yet citizens, who are serving
criminal aliens, and make gang membership a dein the Armed Forces. Their patriotism should encourportable offense.
age us all to embrace the newcomers legally among
The current Administration’s approach to immius, assist their journey to full citizenship, and help
gration has undermined the rule of law at every turn.
their communities avoid isolation from the mainIt has lessened work-site enforcement—and even alstream of society. To that end, while we encourage
the retention and transmission of heritage tongues,
lows the illegal aliens it does uncover to walk down
we support English as the nation’s official language,
the street to the next employer—and challenged lea unifying force essential for the educational and ecogitimate State efforts to keep communities safe, suing
nomic advancement of—not only immigrant commuthem for trying to enforce the law when the federal
nities—but also our nation as a whole.
government refuses to do so. It has created a backdoor amnesty program unrecognized in law, granting
Honoring Our Relationship
worker authorization to illegal aliens, and shown litwith American Indians
tle regard for the life-and-death situations facing the
Based on both treaty and other law, the federal
men and women of the border patrol.
government has a unique government-to-governPerhaps worst of all, the current Administration
ment relationship with and trust responsibility for Inhas failed to enforce the legal means for workers or
dian Tribal Governments and American Indians and
employers who want to operate within the law.
Alaska Natives. These obligations have not been sufIn contrast, a Republican Administration and
ficiently honored. The social and economic problems
Congress will partner with local governments
that plague Indian country have grown worse over
through cooperative enforcement agreements in Secthe last several decades; we must reverse that trend.
tion 287g of the Immigration and Nationality Act to
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Ineffective federal programs deprive American Indians of the services they need, and long-term failures
threaten to undermine tribal sovereignty itself.
American Indians have established elected tribal
governments to carry out the public policies of the
tribe, administer services to its tribal member constituents, and manage relations with federal, State,
and local governments. We respect the tribal governments as the voice of their communities and encourage federal, State, and local governments to heed
those voices in developing programs and partnerships to improve the quality of life for American
Indians and their neighbors in their communities.
Republicans believe that economic selfsufficiency is the ultimate answer to the challenges
confronting Indian country. We believe that tribal
governments and their communities, not Washington bureaucracies, are best situated to craft solutions
that will end systemic problems that create poverty
and disenfranchisement. Just as the federal government should not burden States with regulations, it
should not stifle the development of resources within
the reservations, which need federal assistance to advance their commerce nationally through roads and
technology. Federal and State regulations that thwart
job creation must be withdrawn or redrawn so that
tribal governments acting on behalf of American Indians are not disadvantaged. It is especially egregious
that the Democratic Party has persistently undermined tribal sovereignty in order to provide advantage to union bosses in the tribal workplace.
Republicans recognize that each tribe has the
right of consultation before any new regulatory policy
is implemented on tribal land. To the extent possible,
such consultation should take place in Indian country with the tribal government and its members. Before promulgating and imposing any new laws or
regulations affecting trust land or members, the federal government should encourage Indian tribes to
develop their own policies to achieve program objectives, and should defer to tribes to develop their own
standards, or standards in conjunction with State
governments.
Republicans reject a one-size-fits-all approach to
federal-tribal-State partnerships and will work to expand local autonomy where tribal governments seek
it. Better partnerships will help us to expand eco-
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nomic opportunity, deliver top-flight education to future generations, modernize and improve the Indian
Health Service to make it more responsive to local
needs, and build essential infrastructure in Indian
country in cooperation with tribal neighbors. Our approach is to empower American Indians, through
tribal self-determination and self-governance policies, to develop their greatest assets, human resources and the rich natural resources on their lands,
without undue federal interference.
Like all Americans, American Indians want safe
communities for their families; but inadequate resources and neglect have, over time, allowed criminal
activities to plague Indian country. To protect everyone—and especially the most vulnerable: children,
women, and elders—the legal system in tribal communities must provide stability and protect property
rights. Everyone’s due process and civil rights must
be safeguarded.
We support efforts to ensure equitable participation in federal programs by American Indians, including Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians and to
preserve their culture and languages that we consider
to be national treasures. Lastly, we recognize that
American Indians have responded to the call for military service in percentage numbers far greater than
have other groups of Americans. We honor that commitment, loyalty, and sacrifice of all American Indians serving in the military today and in years past
and will ensure that all veterans and their families receive the care and respect they have earned through
their loyal service to America.
Preserving the District of Columbia
The nation’s capital city, a special responsibility
of the federal government, belongs both to its residents and to all Americans, millions of whom visit it
every year. Congressional Republicans have
taken the lead in efforts to foster homeownership and
open access to higher education for Washington residents. Against the opposition of the current President and leaders of the Democratic Party, they have
fought to establish, and now to expand, the D.C.
Opportunity Scholarship Program, through which
thousands of low-income children have been able to
attend a school of their choice and receive a quality
education.
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