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and hobbles economic growth. The Great Recession 
may be over, but in the experience of most 
Americans, the economy is still sick. The federal 
regulatory burden has been a major contributor to 
that stagnation.

The ability of the American people to govern 
themselves has been undermined by a vast array 
of agencies with sweeping power to regulate 
every aspect of American life. They legislate as if 
they were Congress. They decide guilt and issue 
penalties as if they were courts. They collectively 
impose many billions of dollars in costs to the 
economy. The current President and his allies on 
Capitol Hill have used those agencies as a super-
legislature, disregarding the separation of powers, 
to declare as law what they could not push through 
the Congress. 

The Environmental Protection Agency has 
rewritten laws to advance the Democrats’ climate 
change agenda. The Department of Health and 
Human Services has ignored the enacted text of 
the Affordable Care Act to do whatever it wants 
in healthcare. Both the Department of Labor and 
National Labor Relations Board have scrapped 
decades of labor law to implement the agenda 
of big labor. The Dodd-Frank law, the Democrats’ 
legislative Godzilla, is crushing small and 
community banks and other lenders. The Federal 
Communications Commission is imperiling the 
freedom of the internet.  We support reinstating 
the Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 which prohibits 
commercial banks from engaging in high-risk 
investment. 

Sensible regulations can be compatible with a 
vibrant economy. They can prevent the strong from 
exploiting the weak. Right now, the regulators are 
exploiting everyone. We are determined to make 
regulations minimally intrusive, confined to their 
legal mandate, and respectful toward the creation 
of new and small businesses. We will revisit existing 
laws that delegate too much authority to regulatory 
agencies and review all current regulations for 
possible reform or repeal. We endorse Republican 
legislation, already passed by the House, to require 
approval by both houses of Congress for any rule 
or regulation that would impose significant costs 
on the American people. Further, Congress should 
work towards legislation that requires removal of 

a regulation of equal or greater economic burden 
when a new regulation is enacted.

Because regulations are just another tax on the 
consumers, Congress should consider a regulatory 
budget that would cap the costs federal agencies 
could impose on the economy in any given year.  

   
Crony Capitalism and Corporate Welfare

Cronyism is inherent in the progressive vision 
of the administrative state. When government 
uses taxpayer funding and resources to give 
special advantages to private companies, it 
distorts the free market and erodes public trust 
in our political system. By enlarging the scope of 
government and placing enormous power in the 
hands of bureaucrats, it multiplies opportunities 
for corruption and favoritism. It is the enemy of 
reform in education, the workplace, and healthcare. 
It gives us financial regulation that protects the 
large at the cost of the small. It is inherent in every 
part of the current healthcare law, which is packed 
with corporate welfare.  Crony capitalism gives 
us special interest tax breaks, custom-designed 
regulations, and special exemptions for favored 
parties. The Solyndra debacle is a perfect example. 
It creates both subsidies and restrictions to tilt the 
market one way or the other. By putting the weight 
of government behind the status quo, it leads to 
economic stagnation. We applaud the Republican 
Members of Congress who have taken the lead in 
fighting crony capitalism and urge others to rally to 
their cause. 

Honoring Our Relationship with 
American Indians

Based on both treaty and other law, the 
federal government has a unique government-to-
government relationship with and trust responsibility 
for Indian Tribal Governments, American Indians, 
and Alaska Natives. These obligations have not 
been sufficiently honored. The social and economic 
problems that plague Indian country have grown 
worse over the last several decades; we must 
reverse that trend. Ineffective federal programs 
deprive American Indians of the services they need, 
and long-term failures threaten to undermine tribal 
sovereignty itself.

American Indians have established elected 
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tribal governments to carry out the public policies 
of the tribe, administer services to its tribal mem-
ber constituents, and manage relations with federal, 
state, and local governments. We respect the tribal 
governments as the voice of their communities and 
encourage federal, state, and local governments to 
heed those voices in developing programs and part-
nerships to improve the quality of life for American 
Indians and their neighbors in their communities.

Republicans believe that economic self-suf-
ficiency is the ultimate answer to the challenges 
confronting Indian country. We believe that tribal 
governments and their communities, not Washing-
ton bureaucracies, are best situated to craft solu-
tions that will end systemic problems that create 
poverty and disenfranchisement. Just as the fed-
eral government should not burden states with 
regulations, it should not stifle the development 
of resources within the reservations, which need 
federal assistance to advance their commerce na-
tionally through roads and technology. Federal and 
state regulations that thwart job creation must be 
withdrawn or redrawn so that tribal governments 
acting on behalf of American Indians are not disad-
vantaged. It is especially egregious that the Dem-
ocratic Party has persistently undermined tribal 
sovereignty in order to provide advantage to union 
bosses in the tribal workplace. Native communities 
should have the same authority as state govern-
ments in labor matters, so that union bosses and 
the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) cannot 
undermine the authority of tribal governments.

Republicans recognize that each tribe has the 
right of consultation before any new regulatory 
policy is implemented on tribal land. To the extent 
possible, such consultation should take place in 
Indian country with the tribal government and 
its members. Before promulgating and imposing 
any new laws or regulations affecting trust land 
or members, the federal government should 
encourage Indian tribes to develop their own 
policies to achieve program objectives, and should 
defer to tribes to develop their own standards, or 
standards in conjunction with state governments.

Republicans reject a one-size-fits-all approach 
to federal-tribal-state partnerships and will work to 
expand local autonomy where tribal governments 
seek it. Better partnerships will help us to expand 

economic opportunity, deliver top-flight education 
to future generations, modernize and improve the 
Indian Health Service to make it more responsive 
to local needs, and build essential infrastructure 
in Indian country in cooperation with tribal 
neighbors. Our approach is to empower American 
Indians, through tribal self-determination and self-
governance policies, to develop their greatest assets, 
human resources and the rich natural resources on 
their lands, without undue federal interference.

Like all Americans, American Indians want 
safe communities for their families; but inadequate 
resources and neglect have, over time, allowed 
criminal activities to plague Indian country. To 
protect everyone — and especially the most 
vulnerable: children, women, and elders — the legal 
system in tribal communities must provide stability 
and protect property rights. Everyone’s due process 
and civil rights must be safeguarded.

We support efforts to ensure equitable 
participation in federal programs by American 
Indians, including Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians, and to preserve their culture and 
languages that we consider to be national treasures. 
Lastly, we recognize that American Indians have 
responded to the call for military service in 
percentage numbers far greater than have other 
groups of Americans. We honor that commitment, 
loyalty, and sacrifice of all American Indians serving 
in the military today and in years past and will 
ensure that all veterans and their families receive 
the care and respect they have earned through their 
loyal service to America. 

Americans in the Territories
Throughout the history of our nation, the pa-

triotism exhibited by our brothers and sisters in 
the territories of Guam, the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, American Samoa, the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico has often gone un-
acknowledged.  Year after year, the citizens quietly, 
without fanfare, send their sons and daughters into 
the U.S. Armed Services. We honor the extraordi-
nary sacrifices of the men and women of the territo-
ries who protect our freedom through their service 
in the U.S. Armed Forces. Geographically, the terri-
tories and commonwealths, especially those in the 
Pacific, are of vital importance to our national secu-
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