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Salaries and Expenses – The 2018 budget request 
maintains the 2017 funding level.  The Solicitor will 
provide the Secretary and the Department the neces-
sary legal services to fulfill the Department’s wide- 
ranging mission.

Fixed Costs – Fixed costs of $271,000 are fully funded. 

Office of Inspector General
 
Mission – The Office of Inspector General’s mission is to 
provide independent oversight and promote excellence, 
integrity, and accountability within the programs, opera-
tions, and management of the Department of the Interior 
and its resources. 
 
Budget Overview – The Inspector General’s 2018 budget 
request is $50.0 million, the same as the 2017 CR baseline 
level.  The Inspector General estimates staffing will equal 
256 full time equivalents in 2018, a reduction of four FTE.
 
Salaries and Expenses – The 2018 budget request reflects 
an internal transfer of $799,000 from Audits, Inspections, 
and Evaluations to Investigations.  There is no change to 
Mission Support from 2017.   
 
Fixed Costs – Fixed costs of $650,000 are fully funded.

Office of the Special Trustee for American Indians
 
Mission – The mission of the Office of the Special Trustee 
for American Indians is to honor America's trust responsi-
bilities by incorporating a beneficiary focus and participa-
tion while providing superior stewardship of trust assets.  
The OST provides fiduciary guidance, management, and 
leadership for Tribal Trust and Individual Indian Money 
accounts and oversees and coordinates efforts to establish 
consistent policies, procedures, systems, and practices 
throughout the Department of the Interior for the Indian 
Trust Administration System.
 
Budget Overview – The 2018 budget requests $119.4 
million in current appropriations, $19.4 million below 
the 2017 CR baseline level.  The OST estimates staffing 
will equal 551 full time equivalents in 2018, 22 below 2017 
staffing levels.  The OST has operational responsibility 
for financial trust fund management, including receipt, 
investment, disbursement, and reporting of Indian trust 
funds on behalf of individuals and Tribes, and real estate 
appraisals on Indian trust and restricted real property.  
The OST manages nearly $5 billion held in nearly 3,400 
trust accounts for about 250 Indian Tribes and nearly 
401,000 open IIM accounts.  In addition, OST provides 
litigation and document production support for lawsuits 
related to those accounts.  

The balances that have accumulated in the trust funds 
have resulted from judgment awards, settlement of claims, 
land use agreements, royalties on natural resource use, 
other proceeds derived directly from trust resources, 
and financial investment income.  The OST has responsi-
bility to plan, organize, direct, and execute the historical 
accounting of Tribal Trust accounts and IIM accounts.  This 
work is accomplished by the Office of Historical Trust 
Accounting, which also works to resolve the ownership of 
residual balances in Youpee Escheat accounts, as well as 
special deposit accounts, and distribute account balances 
to Tribes, individual Indians, and non-trust entities.  

The OHTA provides litigation support resulting from the 
settlement of Cobell v. Salazar and other tribal lawsuits 
in coordination with the U.S. Department of Justice.  
Currently, 40 pending cases are filed in various Federal 
courts by Indian Tribes or individual Indians that allege 
breaches of fiduciary trust duties.  The OST oversees 
additional trust functions of Interior carried out by the 
Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and the Secretary’s Offices of Hearings and Appeals and 
Natural Resources Revenue.
 
Program Operations and Support – The 2018 OST 
budget includes $117.7 million for Program Operations 
and Support.  Field Operations is funded at $21.4 million 
which includes a $3.7 million program reduction below 
2017.  Field Operations functions as the primary point of 
contact for trust beneficiaries – Tribes, individual Indians, 
and Alaska Natives – seeking information and services in 
conjunction with their trust assets.  Field Operations will 
leverage resources to prioritize and maintain a level of 
service at the beneficiary call center and preserve outreach 
and beneficiary education efforts.  Appraisal Services is 
funded at $9.4 million which is a $1.4 million program 
reduction from 2017.  

Appraisal Services is responsible for the Indian lands 
valuation program which was established to provide 
impartial estimates of opinions of value for specific 
types of real property interests held or owned in trust or 
restricted status for Indian Tribes, individual Indians, and 
Alaska Natives. The budget provides $25.0 million for 
the Office of Trust Services, a program reduction of $4.1 
million from 2017. Trust Services conducts all fiduciary 
accounting activities, liquidity investments, reconcili-
ation, and financial reporting related to the individual 
Indian, Alaska Native, and tribal trust funds under 
management by the Department.  The decrease will be 
attained through contract cost reductions, restructuring, 
and automation of current processes.  

To manage the expected workload for historical 
accounting of Tribal Trust and IIM accounts, the budget 
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includes $19.0 million for OHTA which reflects a program 
reduction of $3.1 million from 2017.  The budget provides 
$13.4 million for the Office of Program Management, a 
$2.3 million program reduction from 2017, which oversees 
and evaluates the Indian fiduciary trust programs and 
manages a comprehensive program to help ensure OST 
has an effective system of internal controls.  The Office 

of Program Management also manages and operates the 
American Indian Records Repository, develops records 
management policies, and provides records management 
training and support services to OST and BIA.

Fixed Costs – Fixed costs of $503,000 are fully funded 
in the request.


